
REVIEW. 

The veterinary surgeon who, when he is consulted as to the means 
by which tuberculosis may be eradicated from a herd, tells the owner 
that he must seek protection by building up the constitution of his 
animals, and by adopting methods of breeding that will ensure to 
them sound bodies and perfect mucous membranes, is offering" empty 
chaff well meant for grain." The man whose sense of proportion is 
not hopelessly defective will attach only minor importance to such 
considerations, and will concentrate hi~ efforts against the one great 
cause of the disease-the operation of contagion. When that has 
been successfully grappled with predisposition becomes of no account, 
and as long as it is neglected the endeavour to stay the progress of 
the disease by any other method is as hopeless as the search for the 
philosopher's stone. 

Ittritw. 
Annual Reports of Proceedings under the Diseases of Animals Acts, etc., for 

the year 1900. 

THE report of the Chief Veterinary Officer to the Board of Agriculture deals 
with the incidence of ' the contagious diseases of animals during the past year, 
and, naturally, foot·and·mouth disease occupies the first place and comes in 
for the greatest share of attention. An account is given of the Board's efforts 
to deal with the invasion which began in January 1900, and this is followt!d 
by a useful description of the symptoms of the disease, illustrated by a series 
ot excellent photographs of lesions encountered in recent outbreaks. The 

. Assistant Secretary contributes a report which also deals with the operations 
of the Board in connection with the scheduled diseases of animals. A large 
part of it is devoted to swine·fever, and may be not unfairly described as an 
attempt to vindicate the methods which the Board has been employing against 
this disease with such indifferent success during the past six years. The diffi· 
culties in the way of eradication are partly inherent, largely the fault of pig
owners and dealers, but in no way attributable to any defects in the methods 
employed by the Board. This is doubtless a comforting view to those who 
arc responsible for the inception and carrying out of the measures that have 
proved so inefficient, but it is to be feared that a good many people will 
remain unconverted to it. 

The reports are supplemented by the uSlIal statistical tables, and th e whole 
may be obtained f:Jr the modest Slim of one shilling. 




